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Who is the IVOAC? 
 

The IVOAC (Import Vehicle Owners Association of Canada) is a group of Canadian 

import owners who are working together on the issue of imported vehicle safety and 

legality in Canada.  Our current focus is on the rumoured changes to import regulations, 

particularly those which presently allow the import of vehicles 15 years or older that 

were manufactured for markets outside of Canada. 

 

On our website (www.ivoac.ca or www.15years.ca) we offer the perspective of an import 

owner.  Forums are available for peer to peer chat, questions, publications and other 

material.  We offer information on right hand drive (RHD) vehicles, provincial 

inspections processes and a variety of informational documents.  Our site and our 

organization are here to educate the public and advocate for the rights and beliefs of the 

import community. 
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Possible Changes to Vehicle Import Regulations 
 

We understand that Transport Canada is seriously considering a move to raise the age 

requirement for imported vehicles from 15 to 25 years.   

 

In the last few years, the number of vehicles being imported to Canada has risen 

substantially. As owners of imported vehicles, we routinely answer questions about the 

origin and safety of our vehicles and so we are not surprised that the government would 

be interested in the same issues as well. Raising the import age requirement would 

certainly reduce the number of imported vehicles, and could serve as a "quick fix" to 

perceived problems of safety and compliance. We would like to submit some additional 

information for your consideration in the hopes that we can help clarify the problems that 

do exist. We would also like to provide some suggestions for solutions to those particular 

problems, while avoiding a blanket approach that would unfairly restrict consumer choice 

and negatively affect a growing number of Canadian businesses. 

We recognize that vehicles built for foreign markets are built to a different set of safety 

standards than those designed specifically for the Canadian market. However, upon being 

brought into the country, imported vehicles are required go through a detailed Out of 

Province inspection, and many receive some upgrades and modifications to bring them 

into compliance with major Canadian safety regulations (e.g. many need new tires, right 

hand drive vehicles require new headlights, etc.). For a detailed example, please see 

Appendix A which contains an outline of the typical process a vehicle goes through when 

brought in from Japan. 

We have examined the Transport Canada study on the risks associated with older and 

imported vehicles, and we agree with the studyôs conclusion that older vehicles are 

associated with increased risk (for a variety of reasons)
1
. As vehicles must be over 15 

years of age to be imported, clearly, at least some of these risks would also apply to 

imported vehicles. However, imported vehicles that are purchased for the daily driving 

(as opposed to collectible and antique vehicles) are generally selected for the very reason 

that they are in better physical and mechanical shape than Canadian vehicles of the same 

                                                 
1
 See attachment 1, Study on the Effect of Vehicle Age and the Importation of Vehicles 15 Years and Older 

on the Number of Fatalities, Serious Injuries and Collisions in Canada, Jean-François Lécuyer and Aline 

Chouinard 



 

age. Vehicles from Japan, for instance, have undergone strict inspections every two 

years
2
, generally have very low mileage, and show little rust damage due to the gentler 

weather they have been exposed to
3
. We have looked closely at the information provided 

in the Transport Canada report, and have provided detailed feedback in Appendix B. In 

brief, we would suggest that if Transport Canada determines that the risks associated with 

older vehicles ought to be addressed, the risks should be addressed for all older vehicles 

regardless of origin. We are unconvinced that eliminating imported vehicles alone would 

have a significant effect on the overall number of adverse road incidents. 

While we see no evidence that Transport Canada considers right hand drive vehicles to be 

of particular concern, certain members of the Vehicle Inspections Standards department 

inside the BC Ministry of Transport have made it clear that they feel there are significant 

safety issues that need to be addressed
4
. We recognize that there may be minor 

navigational challenges on Canadian roads when seated on the right hand side of the 

vehicle. We would like to point out, however, that both Great Britain and Japan have 

significant numbers of both left and right hand drive vehicles on their roads with no 

apparent increase in risk. Our research indicates that insurance companies in Great 

Britain and Japan do not differentiate between right and left hand drive vehicles when 

setting rates and we interpret this as solid evidence that there is, in fact, no statistically 

significant increase in risk associated with driver position. We encourage you to review 

the data we have provided in Appendix C as a starting point. You no doubt have access to 

more detailed information from your counterparts in these countries as well as from the 

Canadian insurers we currently do business with. 

We appreciate efforts to ensure the safety of all who drive Canadaôs roads. We look 

forward to working with Transport Canada in this endeavour. 

                                                 
2
 Category of Vehicle Inspection, Japanôs National Agency of Vehicle Inspection, 

http://www.navi.go.jp/english/inspection/category.html 
3
 Why Right Hand Drive (RHD) vehicle?!?, Outback Imports, http://www.outbackimports.ca/faq.html#a2  

4
 BC tries to put the brakes on right-hand-drive cars, CBC News, 

http://www.cbc.ca/consumer/story/2006/12/22/japanesecars.html 

http://www.navi.go.jp/english/inspection/category.html
http://www.outbackimports.ca/faq.html%23a2
http://www.cbc.ca/consumer/story/2006/12/22/japanesecars.html


 

Appendix A 

Typical Import Process

Start

Vehicle is 

purchased in 

Japan

Vehicle is loaded 

into a container 

and then a ship

Export paper work is 

the responsibility of 

the exporter

Container lands in 

BC and is put into 

storage

Vehicle is 

inspected by 

customs

Import paper work is 

the responsibility of 

the importer

Dock labour

Shipping company

Container is 

moved to de-

stuffing yard

Packing material is removed at 

this point
Container is 

moved back to 

customs

Trucking company

Passed?Yes

May be less than 

15 years old, have 

illegal 

modification, etc.

No

Vehicle is trucked 

to railyard

Vehicle is moved 

by rail to 

unloading point

Vehicle is moved 

from unloading 

point to dealerôs 

holding yard

Vehicle inspected 

and repairs 

needed to pass 

OOP are done

- 100% require head lights

- 5% require tail lights

- 95% require daytime running lights

- 60% require third brake light

- 50% require new tires

- 10% require brake work

- 25% require exhaust work

Note:  These are estimates based 

on a single import business over a 

period of 5 years

Vehicle is trucked 

to OOP inspection 

facility

Vehicle 

passed?

Trucking company No

Vehicle is 

registered

Vehicle is sold to 

customer

Customer 

registers and 

insures vehicle

Railroad

Trucking company

Trucking company

Yes

Customer 

maintains vehicle

Trucking company

Problem resolved

 



 

Appendix B 
 

Transport Canada is reviewing the regulations surrounding the importation of vehicles 15 

years of age and older. It is widely accepted that Transport Canada intends to change 

Canadaôs import regulations to prohibit the importation of vehicles that are less than 25 

years old, effectively limiting importation to antique or collectible vehicles. 

The primary support for changes to the existing legislation is a study by Jean-François 

Lécuyer and Aline Chouinard titled Study on the Effect of Vehicle Age and the 

Importation of Vehicles 15 Years and Older on the Number of Fatalities, Serious Injuries 

and Collisions in Canada (hereafter referred to as ñthe studyò). While this document 

contains substantial quantities of data, we find that the authorsô interpretations of this data 

are not always consistent with the documentation they themselves provide. In addition, 

some of the data provided is in error, and formal analysis of the statistical significance of 

the data provided is entirely lacking. 

The study abstract and introduction both erroneously state that imported vehicles are not 

required to meet any standards. This is clearly in error, as all imported vehicles are 

required to pass an Out of Province inspection before they can be licensed and driven. 

We would point out, however, that domestic vehicles are not currently required to pass 

any additional inspections as they age, unless they cross provincial borders
5
.  

The studyôs authors state that the severity and fatality rates ñrise rapidly with vehicle 

ageò
6
.  Table 4 does show a steady increase in the severity of collisions with vehicle age, 

however, the overall difference is quite small: the ratio of collisions involving fatalities 

and serious injuries in vehicles age 15 years and older is less than 0.8% higher than it is 

in new vehicles. We have not had the opportunity to do a formal statistical analysis of 

these values, but we do question whether or not such a small absolute change is, in fact, 

statistically significant. 

According to Table 21, there were 40,144 vehicles imported between 2000 and 2004. 

During the same time frame, 80 imported vehicles were involved in collisions and of 

those only one fatality and one serious injury resulted (Table 22). This means that less 

than 0.2% of all imported vehicles on the road in Canada during those four years
7
 were 

involved in collisions at all, and less than 0.08% were involved in serious road incidents.  

Three collisions of imported vehicles involved mechanical failure (paragraph 7.3). This 

means that less than 0.008% of the imported vehicles that were on the road at the time 

                                                 
5
 Some insurance companies require mechanical inspections based on the age of the vehicle. 

6
 See attachment 1 Study on the Effect of Vehicle Age and the Importation of Vehicles 15 Years and Older 

on the Number of Fatalities, Serious Injuries and Collisions in Canada, Jean-François Lécuyer and Aline 

Chouinard, page 1 
7
 We know 40,144 vehicles were imported to Canada in this time frame. It is reasonable to assume that the 

actual number of imported vehicles on the road during 2000-2004 is close to this number, or perhaps 

slightly higher due to vehicles not counted during 2000 and 2001 and vehicles previously imported and still 

being driven. 



 

were involved in collisions where mechanical failure was an issue. This seems like a 

remarkably strong recommendation in favour of the mechanical stability of imported 

vehicles. It is impossible to accurately compare the ratio of imported vehicles in 

collisions due to mechanical problems to the same numbers for all vehicles in Canada due 

to the exceptionally small sample size involved (only 64 vehicles with sufficient 

information on vehicle condition). It would be enlightening to see an assessment of the 

statistical significance of these results, as well as all the other results in the study.  

The study points out that there is an association between the use of alcohol and drugs, 

and suspended or unlicensed drivers and older vehicles. These factors were notably 

absent from collisions involving older imported vehicles, however: ñno driver of an 

imported vehicle aged 15 years and older was under the influence of alcohol or drugsò, 

and ñof the imported vehicles 15 years and older involved in a collision é all of the 

drivers had a driverôs license (and none had a suspended license) at the time of the 

collisionò
8
.  

During the time period between 2000 and 2003, there were 2,490,619 collisions on 

Canadian roads (Table 4). Of those, only 47 involved imported vehicles (Table 21). We 

fail to see how eliminating imported vehicles which are involved in (although not 

necessarily responsible for) less than 0.002% of all collisions would increase safety on 

Canadaôs roads in any significant fashion. 

In summary, we believe that there are indeed safety issues that may need to be addressed 

with older vehicles on Canadian roads, but we do not believe that the data supports a 

policy change towards imported vehicles in particular. We strongly encourage Transport 

Canada to review the available data in more detail to obtain a thorough and accurate 

understanding of the issues raised by this study. 

 

 

 

                                                 
8
 See attachment 1 Study on the Effect of Vehicle Age and the Importation of Vehicles 15 Years and Older 

on the Number of Fatalities, Serious Injuries and Collisions in Canada, Jean-François Lécuyer and Aline 

Chouinard, page 11 



 

Appendix C 
 

Great Britain Study 

 

Although traffic in Great Britain (GB) drives on the left hand side of the road, they allow 

both left hand drive (LHD) and right hand drive (RHD) vehicles on their roads.  Reports 

found on GBôs Department of Transport website (www.dft.gov.uk) do not differentiate 

between RHD and LHD vehicles when reporting accidents.  In a report entitled 

ñContributory factors to road accidentsò
9
 driver position was not even mentioned as 

possible causes.  In another report entitled Road Casualties Great Britain 2005
10

 there is a 

section (section 35, page 104) entitled ñCasualties in cars: by severity, age, seating 

position, built-up and non built-up roads: 2005ò. Seating position is mentioned only as 

front or back -  no mention of driver position is made.  In that same report the only 

mention of LHD vehicles is on page 117 and it is in reference to heavy goods vehicles 

only, not passenger vehicles. 

 

When registering a LHD vehicle in GB the vehicle must conform to certain standards in 

order to be considered safe for LHD roads.
11

  Although they require some changes to 

LHD vehicles (headlights, a larger rear-view mirror, and possibly a rear light) they do not 

limit the use of them on their roads. 

 

Insuring an import it slightly different in GB and may cost more depending on the type of 

vehicle.  This is due to an increased difficulty in getting parts in a case where the vehicle 

is damaged and needs to be fixed.  Some import vehicles have a higher theft rate because 

of their desirability and this may drive insurance rates up as well.
12

  However, it should 

be noted that no evidence was found to indicate that rates were higher because of safety 

issues. 

 

Please note that the import age in GB is 10 years and as long as the vehicle is able to pass 

all the safety tests it can be registered and insured in GB. 

 

 

Japan Study
13

 

 

                                                 
9
 Contributory factors to road accidents, Great Britain Department of Transport, 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/roadsafety/research/rsrr/theme5/contributoryfactorstoroadacc4782 
10

 Road Casualties Great Britain 2005, Department for Transport, 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/accidents/casualtiesgbar/coll_roadcasualtiesgrea

tbritain2/roadcasualtiesgreatbritain2005a 
11

 How to import your vehicle permanently into Great Britain, Department of Transport, 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/roads/vehicles/vssafety/importsapproval/howtoimportyourvehicleperman4559 
12

 Do You Insure Imports?, Your Motor Insurance, 

http://www.yourmotorinsurance.co.uk/advice_do_you_insure_imports.htm 
13

 Please note that due to the language barrier much of the information provided in this study has been 

obtained through translators and English speaking Japanese citizens (via the Internet). 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/roadsafety/research/rsrr/theme5/contributoryfactorstoroadacc4782
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/accidents/casualtiesgbar/coll_roadcasualtiesgreatbritain2/roadcasualtiesgreatbritain2005a
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/accidents/casualtiesgbar/coll_roadcasualtiesgreatbritain2/roadcasualtiesgreatbritain2005a
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/roads/vehicles/vssafety/importsapproval/howtoimportyourvehicleperman4559
http://www.yourmotorinsurance.co.uk/advice_do_you_insure_imports.htm


 

The Japanese, like Great Britain, allow both RHD and LHD vehicles on their roads.  One 

difference from Great Britain is that Japan has both RHD and LHD vehicles 

manufactured for their market: a person in Japan may buy a brand new RHD or LHD 

vehicle. 

 

Like Great Britain, Japan does not differentiate between RHD and LHD vehicles in 

accidents.
14

  This report breaks down accidents into many categories such as ñDrinkingò, 

ñTalking on Phoneò, etc., but does not list RHD or LHD drive in any of the categories.  In 

fact RHD and LHD are not mentioned in this report at all.  Since Japan has such a mix of 

RHD and LHD vehicles they do make certain accommodations for the LHD vehicles 

such as special toll booth lanes.
15

  This basic accommodation is the only one that was 

evident without further investigation. 

 

Registering and insuring a LHD vehicle in Japan is identical to the process for registering 

and insuring a RHD vehicle.  A government report showing all the vehicles registered in 

Japan does not have a classification or category for RHD or LHD.  The insurance 

companies only wish to know the age, make, model, etc. of the vehicle and do not care if 

it is RHD or LHD. 

 

Please note that there is no year restriction on importation into Japan. The units must pass 

a stringent emissions test and have minor changes made to them, such as headlights. 

 

 

Summary of the Great Britain and Japan Studies 

 

Neither country has included statistics for RHD or LHD vehicles in their official annual 

accident reports,  nor could we find any reference to safety concerns in any of Great 

Britainôs road safety manuals, reports or memos. 

 

Although there is no official report or stance from either GB or Japan on the safety of 

RHD and LHD vehicles on the same road system; we at IVOAC think it is quite clear 

that neither country has a concern about safety in this regard. 

 
 

 

                                                 
14

 http://www.npa.go.jp/toukei/koutuu35/20070131.pdf (Please note that this link changes monthly.  If you 

require an updated link please contact a representative of the IVOAC). 
15

 Driving on the left or right, Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Driving_on_the_left_or_right 

http://www.npa.go.jp/toukei/koutuu35/20070131.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Driving_on_the_left_or_right
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